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The Asian American Movement (AAM)

1968 anti-war rally: Asian American Political Alliance 
(AAPA) protest at UC Berkeley

Activist at the first Asian American anti-war rally in Los 
Angeles in 1970



Asian Americans & Black Power

1969: Oakland high school students at Black Panther Party 
funeral rally for Bobby Hutton

- Black Panther Party as model for an 
Asian American identity in 1970s

- Racial consciousness

- History of Asians in America
 

- Self determination and rejection of 
assimilation



Central Role of Poetry

Activist 

Documentary

Anthology 
published in 
1971; contains 
over 20 pages of 
poetry

Monthly 
newspaper-

magazine; 
ran from 

1969 - 1974



Aion

- Widely regarded as first 
Asian American literary 
magazine 

- Two published issues: 
Spring 1970, Fall 1971

- Based in San Francisco

- Editor-in-Chief: Janice 
Mirkitani





Form



- Boss mops making heads look 
explosively enlarged / walking 4 
abreast down on grant avenue / “outa 
the way, fucken’ tourists”

- A head that is an explosion to a head 
slicked down with black straight hair…

- “Can’t you people read English? The 
sign’s over there.” / Who is ‘YOU 
PEOPLE’?

- A small dark slit in the yellow 
thin-boarded walls defines the gig



- Sometimes, even the 
President of the United 
States /  sits and groans 
on the toilet seat, shitting 
runny greenish black 
diarrhea / smelling up the 
White house toilet. / he’s 
got Asian flu / and blames 
the Goddamned Asians / 
because we started it all
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